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Bill was a devout family man, loyal friend, creative genius, and maker of
champions! Paging through pictures, my heart is filled with sadness at his loss but
also lots of joy and gratitude for the memories that went with a life of racing. 

More than a mechanic, Bill was a coach, mentor, and mastermind supporting
champions in a variety of motorsports. He was always "in it to win it" and gave his
racers 100% of himself year after year! He also demanded that same effort in
return. I was among the fortunate riders to benefit from his dedication and genius
engineering.



Bill was always thinking of ways to shave a few more seconds off of our lap times.
He critiqued our riding styles and innovated parts to enhance speed and handling.
Testing was a major theme in Bill's life and essential for winning… and if you knew
Bill, you knew that EVERYTHING had to remain "TOP- secret." Each year starting in
late January, he would pull out a variety of impellers, pipes, heads, sponsons, carbs,
scoop grates, ride plates, spark plugs, and even handlebar bends for us to compare
so we could land on the perfect combination. Testing days were like Christmas
morning for Bill. He couldn't wait to pull out the radar gun and see how his designs
would perform. These would be six-to-eight-hour days (at Body Beach) in the
frozen Colorado river with equally cold air temp. Complaining was not allowed
even though hypothermia set in, and I couldn't feel my feet. Rain or shine, hot or
cold, sick or well, he would not give up. People would say, "You race jet skis for a
living? WOW, you live the dream." Living the dream came with sacrifice, pain, and
injuries; however, enduring adversity led to countless rewards and precious
relationships. We actually WERE living the dream of having the privilege of
entertaining fans while riding beautiful waterways across America and around the
world. We got paid to go fast, travel, and wear neon colors. That was FUN!



The quiet of Bill's absence is so very loud. His loving impact will always be
cherished, and adapting to his absence will be difficult. Bill never backed away
from difficult challenges. When the going got tough, he would demand that we
dig deeper. He quoted the Bible saying, "The hand of the diligent shall prosper,"
and constantly emphasized how "hard work pays off" and "smart work wins." He
liked finding solutions and often said, "Make it happen, captain!" I can hear him
coaching us from heaven right now, saying, "choose a good line, stay strong, keep
the faith, and remember the most important thing."

Most importantly, we spend eternity with our loved ones in heaven. The Bible
refers to racing as a metaphor for how to live life and finish well. The most
important race to qualify for is the main event that leads to heaven. The only way
to qualify for this race is by accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior. Our performance is
second to that. We all fall short of perfect. Only His blood and grace can
compensate for the sins that separate us from God's Holiness. Jesus is described
as the Prince of Peace. His distinguishing qualities are love and grace as well as
resurrection power. By giving Him your heart and letting Him mold your future,
you will enjoy a better quality of life now and the promise of eternal life after.
Focus is the key element in racing well. The Bible teaches us to fix our eyes on
Jesus. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and anyone who believes in Him will
not perish but have everlasting life. 

Bill put his faith in Jesus, followed His command to be baptized for the
forgiveness of sins, and is now reaping heaven's rewards. He would be pleased for
his celebration of life to inspire many more great finishes in the most important
race, the race of life. 

He taught that success happens when opportunity meets preparation. From his
vantage point today, he would encourage us to be prepared, expect the
unexpected, take action and make peace with God and others while there is time.
The Word of God assures us that if we "seek the Lord with all our heart, we will find
Him." The Bible also warns us to "work out our salvation with fear and trembling."
This is true victory, and true victory comes at a price. Jesus loved us so much that
He paid the ultimate price to secure our salvation and pardon our sins. Now, it's up
to us to do our part and follow Him. 

The final verse I want to share is from 2 Timothy 4:7-8 "I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day—and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing."



Other Inspiring Racing Scriptures:
The great Apostle Paul expresses this in Philippians 3:12-14 “I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these
things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first
possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past
and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.”

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a
way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown
that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore, I do not run like someone running
aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after
I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”

I pray we all join "Team Timothy together" and "let the good times roll" on this side
of heaven… and beyond.

If you have a prayer request or want to share your faith story, please visit my
website healunited.org and push the “stay connected” button on the
homepage. 
Lastly, if Bill was a blessing in your life and you feel moved to help his family
through their time of need, please consider contributing. Any bit of help will
be dearly appreciated. Checks can be written to Stephanie Chapin and mailed
to PO Box 2099 Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405, or online contributions can be
made through the gofund.me/27d946b6 account.


